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Bk Miemann founded Specialized Homes 12 years age with the premise 1o
Build sustainable hames back when Green building concepts were still rela-
tively new. “When we told people that we wanted to build Green homes with
less impact on the Earth, we usually recetved blank looks! says Niemann
However, since that time Specialized Homes has built hundneds of sustain-
able and enevgy-efficient homes, while establishing itself as a leader in the
Morthwest e Green and innovative designs, [n fact, when the

Master Builders Association of King & Snohomish Counties ;':ub l:iEn‘;l‘ll‘L
R : : nder

Built Green program was [aunched in 2000, Specialized spedialized

Henmes found that it was alveady meeting the programs high- — Homes,

est level for Green performance,

In addition to Built Green, Specialized Homes incorporates
construction methods that meet Energy Star guidelines as well
as the compary's own standard called Healthy Habitat, a trade
rark initiative that combines environmentally responsive prac-

This lssaquah, Wash.,
spec home built by
Specialized Homes and
designed by Mithun
Architects is the first
solar home for Puget
Sound Energy in King
County.

tices with acsthetics and healthy living spaces. "The

Healthy Hahitat approach includes indoor air guak-
by, energy efficiency and resource efficiency;” says
Miemann. For every home, we find out how we can
ke it peneil fo market and meet these criteria”

Besides building with sustainable and Green
practices, Specialized Homes incorporates anchitec-
bare styles thal ave erafled o match the patoral sur-
roundings of the home, fostering a connection with
the land. O company really focuses on combin-
ing refined architectural designs with conservation of the natural land,
advancing energy efficiency and sustamability. We balance and merge these
compenents with every home we build,” says Miemann.

Specialized Homes recently built a new solar home in [ssaguah, Wash,
that is the first for Poget Sound Energy in King County. The 4339-square-foot
home features a L500-kw-hour photovaltaic (%] system that generates
renewiable energy, In addition, the 'V system incorporates net metering—
useful when more electricity is generated by solar than the home uses in a
given period—that routes excess electricity back to the utility grid in
exchange for credit utilized at other high-use times.

"W ave anticipating that the MY systemn will nltimately generate 20 to 25
percent of the annual electric needs of the home! says Miemann. “These types
of projects are getting closer to the mainstream,” adds Niemann, “Builders
need to educate the consumer to generate more demand, and mone incentives
need Lo be created to make these features more economically practical.’ @&
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The Olympia City Council recently
reduced school-impact fees by 60
percent for downtown projects. [he
fesees weree Jowered following & survey
by the: Thurston County Regional
Planning Couneil, which determined
children were less likely to live in the
elerwmilon arci.

hitting 44 percent in April. The num-
ber wias down slighthy from Marchs 46
percent rale. Ina statement, Gov, Chls

Giregoire saic that the annoancement
was further proaf that Washingtons
ooy B one of the strongest aned
fastest-growing in the ration.

The 10,000th Built Green home

The number of building permits recorded in King County
for the first quarter of 2007—4,912—represents a 116 percent
jump from the previous year ...

A labor agrecment was recently
setthed between the Pacific Northwest
Regional Council of Carpenters
(PRWRCC) and the Associated
Contractors of Washington (AGC) fol-
lerwing crver s manith of negotiations,
T PNWRCIC was asking for increas-
es b wages, benefits, pensions and the
carpenters training fund. The final set
Hernent incladed an sdditional $7.20
per o for pourneviman carpenters.

The City of Issagquah is consider-
ing a Fero Encrgy Demonstration
Initiative, which would include the
clesign and constroction af 10
attached homes built tean uitrahigh
Green standand. The goal is to demon
strate the feasibility and demmand o
technical and practical Green designs
and also to advance Green and ener

ay-ethicient developrwent in the region,

The Blume Cir. of Seattle recently
purchased a 2 1-acre parcel chose o the
South Lake Union area for £22 million
The property, which s ecned lora mas-
irnum <N souare feet of mixed-use
development, is kocated approxinately
1.5 lslocks westof Tnterstate 5 between
Mercer and Repuablican streets, and
ale and Pontivs avenues,

Washington's uncmplovment rate
fell to the lowest reading in 31 years,

was recently completed at
Greenbridge, & mixed-imoome, mas-
ter-plannied community in W hite
Center, king County [n 2006, 3,107
cerlified Built Green residential proj
crts were construcied,

Groundbreaking recently
occurred for the 78-acre Kendall
Yards project north of downtown
Spokane that will feature 2,600 new
residences including townhomes,
condominiums and apartments in
aelelition ter | millicn sgquare fect of
cormmertial space. Local developer
Mlarshall Chesmowns project will ulti
imately comsist of a residential urban
district with historical features, plasas
ancl walking teails, [n crder to belp pay
far the estimated $83 million needed
foor the projects infrastructure
improvements, the oty couneil creat
ed a tax increment financing district
that is expected to raise $25 million of
the: total cost.

The number of building permits
recorded in King County for the
first quarter of 2007 —4,912—repre-
sents a 116 percent jump from the
previous year, same time, The medi-
an resale price for a home there
mnereased 1001 peroent over the same
period, reaching SHHLO00, &

MEDIAN RESALE PRICES FOR THE FIVE LARGEST COUNTIES

King $440,000 |

$282,000
S370,000
Spokane 5181,900
Clark $269,400

Pierce

snohomish

Median resale prices for all of Washington's five largest counties increased in
the first quarter compared with last year.
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